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ADVANT Beiten Advises heise on Antitrust Law Issues in the Acquisition
of Mindfactory

Berlin/Munich, 03 July 2025 - The international commercial law firm ADVANT
Beiten has advised the media company heise on the acquisition of the entire
business operations of the hardware retailer Mindfactory GmbH with regard to
antitrust law.

Mindfactory, based in Wilhelmshaven, was founded in 1996 and has since
become one of the largest online retailers for gaming and hardware components.
The company has more than 100,000 items in its product range and receives
over 4 million visitors to its website every month.

The media company heise is part of the internationally active heise group based
in Hanover. The current acquisition expands heise's existing portfolio, which
includes the areas of IT knowledge (c't, heise online), online marketing (heise
regioconcept) and price comparison (guenstiger.de and Geizhals), to include
hardware trading. All employees and customer relationships will be taken over
by heise and the site in Wilhelmshaven will be fully retained.

The cross-location team of ADVANT Beiten represented heise in the merger
control proceedings before the German Federal Cartel Office. The authorities
have yet to decide on the merger.

ADVANT Beiten regularly advises the heise group on antitrust law, most recently
in 2023 on the investment in "gewusst-wo".

Advisors to heise:

ADVANT Beiten: Uwe Wellmann (Berlin), Christoph Heinrich (Munich, both
Antitrust Law).
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About ADVANT Beiten

ADVANT Beiten is the German member firm of ADVANT, a distinctly European
association of independent law firms focused on helping you navigate the
complex and nuanced legal and commercial landscape of Europe.

Founded in 1990, ADVANT Beiten is an independent law firm with around 250
lawyers at six offices across Germany as well as in Belgium, Russia, and China.

As one of the leading commercial law firms in Germany, ADVANT Beiten advises
medium-sized companies, large corporations, banks, foundations, and public
sector organisations on German and international commercial law.

We work seamlessly with ADVANT member firms to advise, support, and
represent our clients in all legal matters pertaining to their business activities,
both in Germany and around the world. This includes working with other
advisors from our worldwide network of top-tier firms.
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